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SPECIAL GUESTS 


MASON ADAMS - Pepper Young's Family; 
Big Town; Superman 

ARTHUR ANDERSON - Hotel For Pets, 
Let's Pretend 

GEORGE ANSBRO - (Announcer) ABC 

DICK BEALS - The Lone Ranger; 
Gunsmoke; "Speedy" Alka-Seltzer 

BARNEY BECK - (Sound Effects Artist) 
Mutual 

JACKSON BECK - (Announcer) 
Superman; Mark Trail; Cisco Kid 

ETHEL BLUME - Aldrich Family, John’s 
Other Wife 

WARREN BRYAN - Stella Dallas; Orphans 
of Divorce 

FRANCES CHANEY- Adventures of 
Topper; Terry and the Pirates 

EUGENE CLARK - Engineer for Mutual 

JILL COREY - (Singer); TV – Your Hit 
Parade 

MARY DIVENY- TV, Broadway, Movies, 
Radio 

DICK DUDLEY - (Announcer) Archie 
Andrews 

SHIRLEY EGGLESTON - Crime Letter 
from Dan Dodge 

RAY ERLENBORN - (Sound effects) Al 
Pearce, Gateway to Hollywood 

HARRY FLEETWOOD - Music Through 
the Night (WNBC) 

FLORENCE FREEMAN - Young Widder 
Brown 

EARL GEORGE - Captain Midnight, Ma 
Perkins, Doc Savage 

TONI GILLMAN - Life Begins; Young 
Widder Brown 


BOB HASTINGS - Archie Andrews 

ED HERLIHY - (Kraft Spokesman) 

PAT HOSLEY - A Brighter Day 

WILL HUTCHINS - (TV) Blondie; 
Sugarfoot 

BETTY JOHNSON - (Singer) Breakfast 
Club 

RAYMOND EDWARD JOHNSON - 
Inner Sanctum, Young Hickory 

RON LACKMANN - Pepper Young's 
Family 

RUTH LAST - Let's Pretend, Quiet Please 

PEG LYNCH- Ethel and Albert 

BOB MOTT - (Sound Effects Artist) 

BILL MURTOUGH - Engineer 

BILL OWEN - (Announcer for Mutual) 

CARMEL QUINN - (Singer) Arthur 
Godfrey 

ELLIOTT (TED) REID - March of Time; 
Lorenzo Jones 

CLIVE RICE - Bobby Benson 

KEN ROBERTS -(Announcer) The Shadow; 
Ellery Queen 

ADELE RONSON - Buck Rogers, John's 
Other Wife 

LARRY STEVENS - (Singer) Jack Benny 

MARGOT STEVENSON - The Shadow 

MARLIN SWING - (Assistant director - 
Arthur Godfrey) 

SYBIL TRENT - Let's Pretend 


JANET CANTOR GARI - Eddie Cantor's 
Daughter 

BRIAN GARI - Eddie Cantor's grandson 

MARLA CANTOR - Daughter of Charlie 
Cantor 


GERALD NACHMAN - (Author) Raised on 
Radio; Out On a Whim 


This convention is dedicated to 
Abby Lewis and Lon Clark 


SCHEDULE - 1998 


Wednesday: Complimentary Wine and Cheese for overnight guests and committee from about 6 — 10 


pm; Dealers can start setting up in the afternoon 


All programs in the Lenox/Tiffany Rooms; All re—creations in the Dresden/Lenox/Tiffany 
Rooms 


Readings, meetings in the Ascot Room 


Dealers in Conference, Waterford and Sutton Rooms 


THURSDAY 

9:00 — 5:00 Dealers 

3:15 – 4:15 Derek Tague, Dick Beals, Brian Сагі апа Arthur Anderson; Radio Into 
Animation 

4:30 — 5:30 The 90 Years of Lee Erwin; Hosted by Lee Munsick with friends 

5:30 — 8:00 Cocktails and Dinner; raffle 

8:00 — 8:45 Original re—creation by Joel Senter (Phil Harris and Alice Faye); Directed by Gary 
Yoggy 

9:00 — 9:30 Superman — Part 1; Starring Jackson Beck; directed by Anthony Tollin 

9:45 — 10:30 Original re—creation by Donald Dortmund (Our Miss Brooks); Directed by Arthur 

Anderson 
FRIDAY MORNING AND AFTERNOON 

9:00 — 5:00 Dealers 

9:00 — 9:45 World War II Era Radio Drama; by Howard Blue 

10:00 – 10:45 Quiz Show with Dave Zwengler 

11:00 — 11:45 The Marx Brothers with Jack French 

12:00 — 12:45 Remember WENN with Gary Yoggy 

1:00 — 2:00 Announcers Panel with George Ansbro, Dick Dudley, Bill Owen; 
others 

2:15 — 3:00 The Mercury Theater with Anthony Tollin 

3:15 — 4:15 Author's Panel with Bill Jaker; Martin Grams; David Siegel; Anthony Tollin; 
Gerald Nachman; Ron Lackmann; Bobb Lynes; Jordan Young; Gary 
Yoggy 

4:30 — 5:00 The Gotham Radio Players present The Adventures of Sam Spade “The Caper With 
Eight Diamonds" directed and produced by Steve Lewis and Max Schmid 

5:00—5:30pm Superman Part 2 

FRIDAY EVENING 

5:30 — 7:45 Cocktails and Dinner, raffle 

8:00 — 8:30 Superman Part 3 

8:45 — 9:30 Re—creation of Candy Matson starring Toni Gillman; produced and directed by Don 
Ramlow and Jack French 

9:30 — 9:45 Tribute to Abby Lewis and Lon Clark; given by Arthur Anderson 

9:45 — 10:30 Re-creation of Fibber McGee and Molly with Arthur Anderson and Mary Diveny; 


Directed by Arthur Anderson 


SATURDAY MORNING AND AFTERNOON 


9:00- 3:00 Dealers 

9:00 – 9:45 Jordan Young discusses “The Laugh Crafters; 
Comedy Writing in Radio and TV’s Golden 
Асе)” Hosted by Kathy O'Connell 

10:00 — 10:45 Old-time Radio Resources on the Internet with 
Jim Widner 

11:00 — 11:45 Radio's Finest Horror with Gordon Payton, Bill 
Nadel, Dave Siegel 

12:00 — 12:30 Sound Effects Western Spoof with Bob Mott, 
Ray Erlenborn, Barney Beck and Karen; 

12:30— 1:00 Superman Part 4 

1:15 – 2:15 Superman Panel with Anthony Tollin 

2:30- 3:45 Singers and Big Bands, Part 2; Stu Weiss and 
Mike Henry with guests; Carmel Quinn; 
Jill Corey; Betty Johnson; Larry Stevens; 
Adam Wade 

4:00-4:45 Raymond Edward Johnson Presents... 

5:00— 5:30 Re-creation: Pepper Young's Family with 
Mason Adams, Florence Freeman, Ted 
Reid, Ron Lackmann, George Ansbro 
directed by Bill Nadel 


SATURDAY EVENING 


5:30— 8:00 Cocktails and Dinner, raffle, some awards 

8:00— 8:30 Re-creation: Ethel and Albert (Peg Lynch and 
Bob Hastings) 

8:30— 9:00 Awards 

9:00 — 9:30 Superman Part 5 

9:30— 10:15 Re-creation: Blondie with Will Hutchins and 
Kathy Gill; (directed by Gary Yoggy) 


OTHER INFORMATION 


Ascot Room will be available much of the time from Thursday through Saturday 


night. It should be used for interviews, 


meetings and readings. 


1. No smoking in convention area and any other place on main floor. 
This means NO SMOKING in halls and near registration area. 


2. Do not interview in hallways and please do not congest the registration area. 
Interviews are to be held in the Sutton/Ascot rooms mentioned above. 


3. Interviews and autographs are NOT to be gotten in the workshop 


rooms after the workshops. 
workshop. 


Use Ascot Room. We must get ready for the next 


4. Acash sandwich bar will be open for lunch on Thursday, Friday and Saturday in 
convention area. Complimentary coffee, bagels and muffins will be available Thursday, Friday 


and Saturday mornings. 


S. All audio and video tapes of the convention can be ordered from 


AVPRO, Box 1392, 


Lake Elsinore, CA 92531; (909) 244-5242 


COMMITTEE AND WORKSHOP LEADERS 


GENERAL CHAIRMAN: 


PROGRAM AND RE-CREATION DIRECTORS: 


Jay Hickerson 
Don Ramlow, Arthur Anderson, 


Anthony Tollin, Gary Yoggy, Bill Nadel, Peg Lynch, Max Schmid and Steve Lewis 


MUSIC COORDINATOR 
PUBLICITY: 


CONVENTION GUEST COORDINATORS 


RIDE COORDINATOR 
SOUND ENGINEER 
SOUND EFFECTS 


Ed Clute 

Sean Dougherty 

Jeff and Walt Muller 

Bill Nadel 

Bill Siudmak 

Barney Beck, Ray Erlenborn, Bob 


Mott, Anthony Tollin, Steve Lewis, Bill Nadel, Bob Madison 


ALL OTHERS: 


Bob Burnham 
Bob Burchett 
Jack French 
Derek Tague 
Gordon Payton 
Meridy Erlenborn 
Michael Henry 
Fred Shay 

Lee Munsick 
Howard Blue 
Dave Zwengler 
Stu Weiss 


FUTURE CONVENTION DATES: 
1999: October 21 — 23...2000: October 19—21 


Dave Siegel 

Suzanne Siegel 

Jim Widner 

Mary Ramlow 

Arlene Sabba 

Mitchell and Eva Weisberg 
Jordan Young 

Jay Wild 

Raymond Edward Johnson 
Ed Clute 

Ray Schnitzer 


REMINISCING 


Old-time radio buffs have been honoring the radio stars of yesteryear annually since 1971, when our first old-time radio 
convention was held. The popularity of the conventions has grown steadily over the past 20 years. The first convention 
hosted 4 special guests. This year we are honoring over 50 actors, actresses, writers, producers, directors and technicians 
from the East and West Coasts who made the age of radio a truly golden era. What better way to pay tribute to all our guests 
than to meet them in person at this, our 20th annual convention of the FRIENDS OF OLD-TIME RADIO, and express the 
enjoyment their performances brought and still bring to us. 

The FRIENDS OF OLD-TIME RADIO, Inc. is a group of fans and collectors who meet once a year for this non- 
profit convention. All monies collected are used for hotel, transportation and other convention costs. 


The Allen Rockford Award was established in 1979 following the death of Allen Rockford at the age of 35 on 
March 29. Allen was coeditor with Don Richardson of Nostalgia Radio News, an excellent monthly OTR publication. 
The publication started when Allen started his coverage of stations in central New York and Canada carrying Old-time radio. 
This led to Nostalgia Radio News. Allen was active in putting early radio on central New York stations and carried his 
own show called Sounds of Yesterday for several years on WRVO-FM in Oswego. He was an announcer and newscaster 
for WONO in Syracuse for many years. With Don Richardson, Allen also ran Double-R-Radio, a business specializing in 
tapes and recordings of old-time radio shows. Allen was an authority on early radio and constantly helped anyone who needed 
it. 


RECIPIENTS 
ALLEN ROCKFORD AWARD 
1979 Ken Piletic 1987  SPERDVAC 1997 Ed Clute 
1980 Charles Ingersoll 1988 Barbara Watkins Michael Sprague 
John Dunning Barry Hill 
1981 Charles Stumpf 1989 Bob Burchett 
1982 Roger Hill Terry Salomonson 
1983 Ray Stanich 1990 Don Aston 
1984 Jim Snyder Dave Warren 
Bob Burnham 1991 Тот Monroe 
1985 Dick Osgood Anthony Tollin 
1986 Frank Bresee 1992 Max Schmid 
1993 Jack French Gary Yoggy 
Larry & John Gassman 1994 Bill Bragg 
1995 Joe Webb David Siegel 
Art Schreiber 1996 Bill Nadel 
Bobb Lynes Don Ramlow 


FLORENCE WILLIAMS AWARD 


1979 Raymond E. Johnson 1985 Ken Ross 1995 Earl George 
Rosa Rio Terry Ross Bob Hastings 
1980 Bob Prescott Jr. Mrs. Brace Beemer 1996 Fred Foy 
Pete Prescott Jay Hickerson Abby Lewis 
1981 Mike Warren 1986 Max Schmid Sybil Trent 
1982 (None) 1987 Sidney Slon 1997 Rosemary Rice 
1983 Arthur Anderson Anthony Tollin Bob Mott 
Fran Striker Jr. 1988 Bob Steele, Ezra Stone 
1984 Don Richardson 1989 Florence Williams 
Jackson Beck Dwight Weist 
1990 Margot Stevenson Joe Franklin 
George Ansbro 1991 Fran Carlon 
1992 Ken Roberts Ray Erlenborn 
Peg Lynch Barney Beck 
1993 Lon Clark 1994 Bob Dryden 
Adele Ronson Arthur Tracy 
DONATIONS 
Frank Nelson Scholarship Fund Society for Singers (2) 
Veteran s Bedside Network (7) Stephanie Joyce Kahn Foundation (6) 
Actor’s Fund Thousand Oaks Library 
Episcopal Actor’s Guild (4) Billy Rose Collection, N Y Public Library 
OTR Defense Fund Kate Smith Foundation 
Heller Memorial Foundation of AFTRA (3) Broadcast Pioneers Library 
WBAI Old-time Radio Digest (Internet) 


Yesterday USA Americana on the Air 


CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 
1997 


The Friends of Old-time Radio held its 22nd Annual Convention from October 23 — 25, 1997 at the 
Holiday Inn — North, Newark, New Jersey. Celebrities present who received awards were: Jeanne 
Bates, Eddie Bracken, Frank Buxton, Frank Coghlan, Dix Davis, Dolly Dawn, Barbara 
Fuller, Betty Johnson, Kitty Kallen, Leonard Maltin, George Pirrone, Jean Rouverol, 
Other celebrities present were Arthur Anderson, George Ansbro, Barney Beck, Jackson Beck, 
Vivian Block, Warren Bryan, Gene Clark, Sam Edwards, Ray Erlenborn, Harry 
Fleetwood, Earl George, Bob Hastings, Pat Hosley, Raymond E Johnson, Rex Koury, 
Ruth Last, Abby Lewis, Tyler McVey, Bob Mott, Bill Murtough, Jeanette Nolan, Bill 
Owen, Peter Rankin, Elliott Reid, Rosemary Rice, Adele Ronson, Sybil Trent, Frances 
von Bernhardi, and Miriam Wolfe. The guests socialized with fans, participated in panels and work- 
shops and re-created 7 radio shows. | 

The convention began Wednesday evening with complimentary wine and cheese for the overnight 
guests. About 100 people attended. On Thursday, many dealers opened at 9 am. There were four after- 
noon workshops: We had a visit with Bill Murtough; Frank Dequaert and Dave Siegel talked about 
radio books and magazines; Terry Salomonson talked about Three decades of Collecting and Beyond 
and Gary Yoggy told us about some of his favorite holiday shows. Then we had cocktails and dinner. 86 
fans attended during the day. 204 fans and guests attended in the evening. Edgar Russell III had his 
award winning script presented. It was “Kiss From a Little Old Lady.” It was directed by Arthur Anderson 
Mike Sprague with Ed Titus then hosted a One Man's Family Reunion with much of the OMF cast. It 
included a phone call with Page Gilman. 

Friday began at 9:00 with the opening of the dealers room. Sixty-two dealer tables were active dur- 
ing the convention. 258 people attended dinner with another 118 in the afternoon. Workshops and panels 
included the following: We had a visit with Frank Coghlan; Jack French talked about Asians on Radio; 
Gordon Payton with others presented a panel on science fiction, yesterday and today; Anthony Tollin 
talked about Superman; There was more CBC Radio with Sam Levene and others; Anthony Tollin then 
saluted Walter Gibson; The author’s panel consisted of Frank Buxton, Leonard Maltin, Tom 
DeLong, Frank Coghlan, Chris Lembesis, Anthony Tollin. The Dave Warren Players then 
presented Vic and Sade and Duffy’s Tavern. After dinner Bob Mott, Ray Erlenborn, Barney Beck 
and John Rayburn showed as a lighter look at sound effects. “Zero Hour” by Ray Bradbury was re- 
created with Pat Hosley in the starring role. Then “Fort Laramie” was re-created with Tyler McVey and 
Sam Edwards. 

Saturday the panels and workshops included the following: The Atlanta Radio Theater 
Company presented Dr. Geoffrey Stanhope “In the Hour of the Wolf;” A musical program about the 
Andrew Sisters was presented with The Boogie Woogie Girls doing some of there songs; Mitchell 
Weisberg talked about Radio to Television; The Gotham Radio Players then presented The Green 
Lama :The Adventure of the White Lady;” A standing room only audience then listened to Betty 
Johnson, Dolly Dawn and Kitty Kallen talk about their experiences in the music business; Lee 
Munsick and others presented a multimedia look at the 60th anniversary of the Hindenburg; Raymond 
Edward Johnson then read :The End of the age;” Meet Corliss Archer, directed by Frank Buxton, was 
then re-created with Rosemary Rice and Sam Edwards in the leading roles. 

Saturday's events culminated with cocktails and buffet dinner for 382 people with another 186 com- 
ing for the day. After dinner Rosemary Rice starred in I Remember Mama. Then Jackson Beck was 
the Cisco Kid. Ed Clute supplied the music for this and other re-creations. 

Besides the awards mentioned earlier, Allen Rockford Awards were presented to Ed Clute and 
Michael Sprague for their outstanding efforts in keeping radio alive. A new Ray Stanich Award was 
given to Frank Buxton, Bill Owen and Tom DeLong for all the excellent writing they have done. 
Special Florence Williams awards were given to Rosemary Rice and Bob Mott. They have attend- 
ed our convention for several years and have always been willing to help. Jeffrey and Walter Muller 
received special awards for all their help at the Conventions Donations were given to the Veteran's Bedside 
Network, The Stephanie Joyce Kahn Foundation, The Broadcast Pioneers Library, WBAI, The Old-time 
ps m on the Internet, Yesterday USA, Americana on the Air and Heller Memorial Foundation of 


I again want to thank all the guests who were very gracious in granting interviews and giving of their 
time to be with us. 


BIOGRAPHIES OF NEW GUESTS 


MASON ADAMS 


Born in New York City, actor Mason Adams is well known to TV viewers as Lou 
Grant’s editor-boss, Charlie Hume, on the Lou Grant TV show. Adams, who holds а 
master’s degree in theater from the University of Wisconsin, was a popular juvenile and 
leading man on radio throughout the 1940s and 1950s in Pepper Young’s Family (in which 
he played Pepper), Big Town, Gasoline Alley, Gangbusters, Grand Central Station, The 
Molle Mystery Theater, Inner Sanctum Mysteries and many others. Currently Adams is 
a frequent guest star on many television shows and has also appeared in several feature 
films. Adams’ voice is also frequently heard on TV commercials, most notably for 
Smuckers jellies and jams, Kix cereal, and Cadbury chocolate. 


ETHEL BLUME 


Ethel Blume appeared on numerous soap operas during the late thirties, forties and 
early fifties. Among these she was Evelyn on John’s Other Wife and Gloria Blaine on Joyce 
Jordan, M.D. She also appeared as Kathleen Anderson, Henry’s girlfriend, in the later 
years of The Aldrich Family and was Betty on the popular comedy series Easy Aces during 
the forties. 


FRANCES CHANEY 


Her first jobs on radio, after graduating from the Neighborhood Playhouse, were 
for Irving Reis and his Columbia Workshop. After that came many sustaining programs 
for CBS, including some Shakespeare and a dramatization of Alice in Wonderland. Then 
she did the ingenue lead on Phillips H. Lord’s Seth Parker."From that she progressed to 
nighttime radio, including leads on Gangbusters, Mr. District Attorney, Phillip Morris 
Playhouse, Mole Mystery Theatre, Grand Central Station and many more, culminating in 
two shows a day for several years: in the morning as a scatter-brained young wife in House 
in the Country, and in the afternoon as the woman known as Burma in Terry and the 
Pirates. By that time, she was rated one of the ten top actresses in the field. Her last 
important role in New York before moving to California was in Topper opposite Roland 
Young. 

Professionally, things started well for her in California. She played Lady Macbeth 
at the El Patio Theater in Hollywood and a lead in a new play The Girl on the Via 
Flaminia, and also became the voice of Fatima in a radio commercial for Fatima cigarettes. 
She joined the Actors’ Lab, which included many of her friends from the Group Theater 
in New York and played several roles there including Medea and Nora in A Doll’s House. 
She was just getting started in movies and television when the blacklist struck, first for her 
husband, author Ring Lardner, Jr., who went to prison as one of the "Hollywood Ten" and 


then for her. 

Unable to work in Hollywood, they returned to New York soon after Ring's release. 
She got one good part in a live television show, the Philco Playhouse, and then she was 
informed that there would be no more work in that area either. Only the theater remained 
and during the 1950s, she was able to understudy some of the leading names in the field: 
Claudette Colbert, Maureen Stapleton and Kim Stanley. Then she landed a small running 
part in the TV show The Edge of Night that lasted nine years, by which time the blacklist 
had run its course. 


JILL COREY 


Jill Corey began a long and successful career in show business at the age of 12 when 
she sang a capella on her own weekly fifteen minute radio show (at no pay) in Apollo, PA. 
In 1954 she had a radio disc jockey show that was syndicated to colleges. Later she had her 
own television show, The Jill Corey Show, and was lead singer on The Dave Garroway 
Show, Your Hit Parade, The Robert Q. Lewis Show and The Johnny Carson Show. She 
made guest appearances on The Kraft Music Hall, Studio One, Miami Undercover, The Ed 
Sullivan Show, The Perry Como Show and The Tonight Show. For seven years, she 
recorded for Columbia Records and one year for Mercury. She also appeared in the 
Columbia film, Senior Prom. 


MARY DIVENY 


Mary Diveny started her acting career in her home town of Elmira, New York where 
she performed weekly at Station WENY in a drama series. After attending The American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York City, she appeared on Broadway, on tour, in 
summer stock, and in live television. She took time off for marriage and raising five 
children. Returning to the acting profession, she has performed Off-Broadway, in many 
regional theaters, and with Hudson Vagabond Puppets recording many character voices and 
narrations. On television she has appeared on Law and Order and Soul Man, and in the 
movies In and Out. Radio remains her first love. 


FLORENCE FREEMAN 


Florence Freeman was an extremely busy actress working on numerous soap operas 
during radio's golden age. She was Dot in Dot and Will, Betty Harrison in Jane Arden, 
Dolores Winters in John's Other Wife, Liza Arnold in The Open Door, Joan Hargrave- 
Scott (the Valiant Lady) on Valiant Lady (following Joan Blaine and Joan Banks in that 
role, Wendy Warren on Wendy Warren (also know as Wendy Warren and the News), 
Purdence Dane in the second (modern) version of A Woman of America, and, in her most 
famous role, Ellen Brown in Young Widder Brown. She was also occasionally heard on 
prime time dramas like Abie's Irish Rose where she played Mrs. Brown. 


TONI GILLMAN 


Before she could read as a 5-year-old, Toni Gillman was memorizing her lines for 
some of the most famous soap operas in radio - from Ma Perkins, Young Widder Brown 
and Woman in White to those favorite children’s shows, Little Orphan Annie and Let's 
Pretend. 

By the age of 13 she was playing "second banana" to such celebrated comedians as 
Eddie Cantor, Fred Allen, Milton Berle and Olson & Johnson on their network shows. As 
a regular performer on the MGM Playhouse, Toni played leads opposite many movie 
"guests," including Frederic March, Walter Houston, Joan Crawford, Miriam Hopkins and 
Humphrey Bogart. 

At age 11 she made her New York stage debut with Will Geer (of "The Waltons" 
fame) in Let Freedom Ring. A long list of Broadway and regional theater leads followed 
including: Follow The Girls with Jackie Gleason, Ten Little Indians, Follies Bergere with 
Imogene Coca, and Henny Youngman, and Beat the Band for George Abbott. 

Her film and television credits include: A Night in Casablanca with the Marx 
Brothers, Ten Speed and Brown Shoe with Ben Vereen and Jeff Goldbloom, Days of Our 
Lives with MacDonald Carey, Ironside with Raymond Burr, Daniel Boone with Fess 
Parker, Ed Ames and Rosy Greer, To Tell the Truth and I’ve Got a Secret. 

She has toured nationally as Eleanor Roosevelt in the acclaimed one-person play 
Eleanor: A Celebration and as Mrs. Woodrow Wilson in the 3 character play Petticoat 
President! 


PAT HOSLEY 


Pat Hosley, a frequent and most welcome guest at our conventions in recent years, 
appeared in many juvenile roles during radio’s golden age including The Brighter Day (as 
Patsy) and as Elsie Bellwood in The Adventures of Frank Merriwell. 


RUTH LAST 


Ruth Last’s extensive work in radio has included appearances on Let’s Pretend, The 
Aldrich Family, The Molle Mystery Theatre, The Shadow, Mr. District Attorney, Murder 
at Midnight, Quiet Please, The Theatre Guild on the Air and the Columbia Workshop. She 
was also a regular on such soap operas as My True Story, The Eternal Light and Modern 
Romances and was at one time the voice of Manischevitz Wine, Campbell Soups, Dove, 
Revlon, Macy’s and Gimbles! 


PEG LYNCH 


Writer-actress Peg Lynch was born in Lincoln, Nebraska. She began her 
broadcasting career in 1938 as a jack-of-all trades at a small-town Minnesota radio station. 
Moving on to Chicago, Lynch wrote a radio show for women before her move to New York 
in 1944, where officials at the newly formed independent Blue network asked her to develop 
a new program. The result was Ethel and Albert show, similar to those she had written in 
Chicago, about the married life of a typical American couple. As writer and leading actress, 


Lynch was primarily responsible for the show’s enormous success. The show moved to 
television in the 1950s and returned to radio at the end of the decade with the new title The 
Couple Next Door. In the 1960s, Lynch produced and co-starred with film actor Eddie 
Bracken in more than a hundred husband-and-wife promotional spots for the American 
Banking Association. In the mid-1970s, Lynch starred and wrote all of the scripts for The 
Little Things in Life, a 15-minute segment of The Radio Playhouse. Currently, she performs 
Ethel and Albert at various colleges and universities, and continues to entertain fans, who 
find her scripts as original and relevant today as when they first aired. Lynch’s Ethel and 
Albert scripts are among the Samuel French play-publishing company’s best-selling plays. 


BILL OWEN 


Bill Owen is perhaps best known to OTR fans as co-author of radio’s first great 
reference work, The Big Broadcast. Bill is also a "working" announcer heard on "Late 
Night" at 11:30 PM, Mon.-Fri. on ABC-TV. He was also the on-camera host of the Emmy 
award-winning series Discovery (ABC-TV 1966-72), a newscaster and sportscaster for ABC 
radio and TV, and a disc jockey for WABC radio. More recently he authored D.J., a novel 
about a New York disc jockey, for Popular Press. 


LARRY STEVENS 


Larry Stevens has been singing ever since he was a small boy. One of his earliest 
memories is his mother’s oft-repeated wish that he would continue to share with others the 
voice with which God had blessed him - a wish he has gladly honored for the past 55 years. 

The story of his entry into show business reads like the plot of an M-G-M Musical. 
By chance, Jack Benny’s agent was in the audience at the Ambassador Hotel one evening 
in 1944 when Larry sang "Stardust" with the Freddy Martin Orchestra. After auditioning 
for Mr. Benny, Larry was selected to replace the Navy-bound Dennis Day, and so overnight 
he became the new boy tenor on one of the most popular radio programs in the country. 

After two years on the Jack Benny program, Larry’s career continued to shine. He 
introduced Jerome Kern’s last song, "All Through the Day", in 20th Century Fox’s 
Centennial Summer and socialized with the likes of Rita Hayworth and Jack Haley. But 
music changed in the 50's and 60's, and though he never stopped singing, Larry decided 
not to battle the new force called rock "n roll. 

Now at 75, he is one of a select few still performing who lived and sang those songs 
when they were new. And he may be the only one who sings them today with the same 
purity and richness of tone he possessed then. 


ADAM WADE 


Adam Wade was destined to go a long way. His style is still going strong, lasting 
through the sixties, seventies, eighties and into the nineties. Adam’s charm made him the 
perfect TV host: from his 1979 CBS game show, Musical Chairs, to the 1980 WNYC 
interview show Media Arts Magazine. From Hill Street Blues, and The Jeffersons, to True 
Blue, Adam and TV were well suited. 

Twice nominated for the CLIO award, he won for his commercial, Virgin Island 
Fifty Dollar Days. Adam has appeared on such major talk shows as The Tonight Show, 
Merv Griffin, Mike Douglas and Dick Cavett’s. 

Adam was living in Pittsburgh where he was a lab technician for Dr. Jonas Salk 
when show business called. 

Adam's string of hit records includes "Tell Her For Me," "Ruby," "Take Good Care 
of Her," "As If I Didn't Know" and "The Writing on the Wall." He still travels extensively, 
fulfilling concert and club engagements in major cities around the world. He has added 
producing and directing to his credits. 

Some of Adam's other credits include, Kiss Me Goodbye, The Taking of Pelham 
1,2,3, The Education of Sonny Carson, The Anderson Tapes, Shaft and Claudine. On stage 
Adam starred in Staggerlee, Same Time Next Year and the Las Vagas production of Guys 
and Dolls. 

An all around show business talent, Adam does voice overs, jingles, cartoons, 
looping and dubbing. Adam's classic album "Adam Wade's Greatest Hits" has been re- 
released on CD as part of Sony Music's Collectibles series. 


These biographies were written by Gary A. Yoggy based on information provided by our guests 
as well as such reference works as Ron Lackman’s Same Time, Same Station; John Dunning's 
Tune in Yesterday and Buxton and Owen's The Big Broadcast. 


MR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY: The D. A.'s Boss Takes the Stand 


Written by Martin Grams, Jr. 


With radio being a young industry - barely twenty-one years old by 1942, it was not too surprising that Ed 
Byron, who had spent fifteen of his thirty-six years in it, knew the business inside out. Byron had been an 
announcer, sound-effects man, engineer, actor, writer, director and producer. Не did everything, in fact, but 
sing on the air. Altogether by 1942 he had written and/or produced over 1,500 shows [he even originated 
what was at that time, the second-oldest radio quiz show, What's Mv Line?] So it was no wonder then, that 
Mr. District Attorney, of which Byron was director, producer and co-author was doing exceptionally fine. 
Experts figured that 24.7% of the nation's radio sets were tuned to it - despite the fact that Afr. District 
Attorney was produced on what was regarded in radio circles as a remarkably small budget. 


Byron attributed the popularity of the program in part to its ring of authenticity, which he spared no pains to 
achieve. While the plots were fictitious, the basic ideas oflen were suggested by newspaper stories. Points 
of law and medicine were carefully checked. When a big racketeer got plugged, Byron consulted a doctor 
to make sure the racketeer's voice under such conditions had the right sound. “Another thing that 
contributes to a good show is close teamwork between director, engineer and cast.” Byron commented in an 
interview circa late 1941. He broke with tradition by doing his direction from the stage. Не found it built 
an esprit when a glass partition separates the director in the control room from his cast on the stage. Stage 
direction helps in other ways, too. 


There was the time an actor was stopped dead by a word in the script. Simply couldn't get it out, and the 
show was on the air. Byron just nudged the actor's elbow - that broke the spell. “But suppose I'd been in 
the control room?" he asked. Once, during a tense scene, an actor turned the page of his script. But the 
page was not there. Byron was, though, with a page from his own script. he explained to his engineer and 
sound-effects man the effects he wanted, then left it to them to produce. “The engineer is the last man to 
have control over the program before it goes on the air, and he can make or break a show.” So one of 
Byron's cardinal principles was that a good director must have a good engineer. put confidence in him and 
let him to his job without interference. 


Byron originated a few radio quiz shows during his career, even since the industry was in its infancy. “A lot 
of people forget that the gimmick is one of the oldest tricks in the game. Why, back in the early vaudeville 
days," Byron said, "they were giving away books and dishes and what not. The quiz program itself is 
nothing new. One of the first jobs we developed at WLW in Cincinnati about twelve years ago was a show 
called Ask Me Another.” Although Byron was still in his thirties when he was currently producing and 
directing Mr. District Attornev, his background of fifteen years in radio made him, in point of experience at 
least, one of the industry's old-timers. 


"Radio has come along by definite stages, but there is not much now that hasn't been tried before. In the 
beginning everybody who had ever had a funny word to say in his life was on the air. Next, about ten years 
ago [circa 1932], there was the studio program built on a popular dance orchestra. Now we have the 
development of a personality - Jack Benny, Bob Hope and others - about whom everything else revolves. 
That's important. There's no doubt that the personality of the person who does the show is its life. The 
show itself is only a device." 


Byron learned a lot about radio at WLW, one of the most important outlets in the early days of 
broadcasting. "Fresh out of being fired from law school," as he recalled, “1 began working for the station as 
a radio writer." Up to that time, any one connected to a program could write its continuity. Generally a 
pretty hap-hazard affair. Mussing aloud on this situation, the manager one day uttered something about 
"needing a special writer" and a subordinate mistaking the thought for an order inserted an advertisement in 
a local newspaper. Byron appeared in response and quickly convinced the manager of his ability. He was 
hired. 


In 1953 Byron went to New York, arriving at the beginning of the bank holiday. That historic incident was 
of small moment to him, who, at that time, had but “eighty-seven bucks and a wife." Soon he was working 
as a free-lance “program adviser" and by the end of the year was writing and producing six shows. By this 
time the advertising agencies were taking increasing interest in radio and Byron was hired to organize the 
first radio department in the agency of William Esty & Co. After nearly four years in that field, he returned 
to writing and produced on his own. 


Of the many stories Byron recounted about his radio career. his favorite was the time had to arrange a 
broadcast of a parachute jump. “It was ten or twelve years ago and we had a parachute jumper who must 
have landed on his head too many times,” Byron recalled. “We had developed a special transmitter to be 
strapped on his back and I explained the set-up, and warned him that the law required station identification 
before he started talking. | repeated this time and again and he said he understood. 


"Well, The jump was to take place over a county fair ground and we had special microphones scattered 
throughout the crowd to catch the atmosphere. When all was ready we gave him the build-up from the time 
the plane took off until he jumped. I described it all. ‘There he is folks. He's circling around, once. twice. 
He's preparing to jump. He jumps! The next voice you hear will be that of Joe Zilich.' 


"But Joe didn't open his face. 1 went through another introduction and then another, but still no Joe. By 
this time he had landed and I dashed out to him, almost hoping he was dead or something to that we could 
save the broadcast. He wasn't, but just sat there looking at me. ‘What happened to you’ I screamed. ‘Gee. 
Ed, I'm sorry,’ he said, “I forgot the call letters." " 


Mr. District Attorney was kind of a 1942 Sherlock Holmes. It shared the honors with Mr. Thomas E. 
Dewey in glorifying the District Attorney. Mr. Dewey himself, as a matter of fact, owed something to the 
show, for it was reported that three votes were cast for him at the 1940 Republican National Convention by 
people who thought he was the radio District Attorney. Byron also reported that the part of the D. A. had 
wrought changes in the man who played it. “When Jay Jostyn started on the show.” he recounted, “he was 
the typical Broadway actor with the checked suit, loud tie, wrist watch turned in, and the flashy ring. But 
you should see him now! He's wearing quiet business suits and ties, his wrist watch is turned around. and 
his ring's quite modest.” 


"The D. A.’s children have felt an influence too,” continued Byron. “They used to tear around the studio 
and get into all sorts of mischief. But the other day when they came in they just shook hands quietly with 
the cast and departed. You see, there's a District Attorney tradition to live up to now." The war in 1942 
had opened up new fields of story material for Byron. “For a time the networks were chary about letting 
writers portray Germans and Japs as villains. Espionage themes were frowned on. But now these 
restrictions are being lifted.” This suited Byron, who had long wanted to use plots which would show the 
nature of the enemy. “Besides,” he added, “if radio characters don't get into war work soon. listeners will 
demand to know why they haven't joined the Marines." 


Mr. District Attorney was one of the few top radio programs which did not have a studio audience. 

"Radio." its director said, "is aimed at a listening, not a seeing. audience. Its charm depends on an illusion. 
That illusion is spoiled for the listener who calls up the picture. when he hears a galloping horse, of a sound- 
effects man beating his chest with a couple of rubber cups." 


Too many people were going into radio without enough knowledge to the medium, Byron confessed. "To 
be a successful radio writer and producer. you must bring to the work a varied background supplemented by 
vicarious experience gained through wide reading." On his shelves were well-thumbed copies of 
Middletown and Middletown in Transition, which he regards as basic reading. Another important book, he 
said, is Gustave LeBon's Psychology of Crowds. “LeBon wrote his book in 1895, before any one was 
thinking of radio, but he wrote as though with radio in mind. And if you think a radio audience isn't a 
crowd, remember Orson Welles’ Martian broadcast." 


For anyone who has never heard any Afr. District Attorney broadcasts. | heatedly recommend you check out 
the dealers rooms this weekend and find some of the recordings on the tables. Even one is worth the price 
of admission. a unique contribution to entertainment. 


Mr. Roger L. Hall 
235 Prospect St. 
Stoughton, MA 02072-4163 


V, 


"George Gershwin on Radio" 


By Roger Hall, Radio Host and Producer 


This year marks the centennial of George Gershwin's birth. He was born in Brooklyn, New 
York on September 26, 1898. Following his early fame writing songs for a long string of 
Broadway hit shows during the 1920's, he received his greatest fame in the 1930's. Because of that 
fame, he was the first songwriter to host and perform on his own radio program. 

The program was called "Music by Gershwin" and the premiere program was broadcast on 
February 19, 1934. The announcer was Don Wilson, who had a long association with the Jack 
Benny program. Since Gershwin suffered from persistent periods of constipation, it was ironic that 
his program sponsor was Feen-A-Mint, the chewing gum laxative. His fifteen minute radio 
program was broadcast on WJZ twice a week on Monday and Friday evenings from 7:30-7:45 
p.m. His program ran until May 31. It proved so popular that a second series of half-hour 
programs was aired from September 30 to December 23, 1934. The second series was on CBS 
each Sunday evening at 6:00 p.m. Among his many guests were such fellow songwriters as: 
Harold Arlen, Irving Berlin, Rube Bloom, Vernon Duke, Cole Porter and Richard Rodgers. 
Gershwin had been reluctant to do a radio program at first. As time went on, he grew to enjoy it. 
He later he wrote to a friend - "I am having a lot of fun doing my radio broadcasting." If you listen 
to his radio programs,* you can hear how much fun he's having. Not suprising. Gershwin was a 


fun-loving musician and that comes across in his playing. Long live Gershwin the Great! 


* . There are three radio programs оп а Musicmasters CD, Gershwin Performs Gershwin - Rare 
Recordings, 1931-1935. It includes his first program from Febraury 19. 1934. Another radio 
program - from April 30, 1934 - is also included on the Musicmasters CD. A third program is 
found on the same CD, but it's not the one hosted by Gershwin. This one is the Fleischmann Hour, 
hosted by Rudy Vallee. The broadcast date is November 10. 1932. Gershwin plays a medley of 
several songs, his Second Piano Prelude, and his favorite song - "I Got Rhythm." There's also 
some wonderful banter between Rudy Vallee and George Gershwin. А portion of this program is 
heard on the audio tape to Remembering Radio: Great Songwriters and Singers (PineTree 
Press, 1998). For information how to order this tape, call (781) 344-6954. You can also read 
about it on The Music Buffs Web Pages at - http://members.aol.com/MusBuff/page5.htm 


CONGRATULATES JAY HICKERSON 
and his Crew for 23 YEARS of hard work and dedication 
that has provided for this annual gathering of the 
FRIENDS of OLD TIME RADIO. 


VIDEO and AUDIO cassettes of the 23° ANNUAL F.O.T.R. CONVENTION will be 
available after JANUARY 1, 1999 from AVPRO. Prices will not change from last year. 


The TOTAL package of 3 VIDEO cassettes and 4 AUDIO Cassettes is still $60.00. 
Individual Video cassettes and the 4 audio cassettes are separately priced at $20.00 each. 
Order your set now. 


AVPRO has over 30 years experience in preserving and making available 
YESTERDAY'S RADIO to the collector, the general public, movies, television, radio, 
and libraries. 


Customers may use their VISA, MASTERCARD, or AMERICAN EXPRESS 
chargecards or send a CHECK or MONEY ORDER. 


PHONE toll free, FAX, WRITE, or E-MAIL for AVPRO’s free Bookshelf Catalog 
and current flyer. 


AVPRO 
P.O. BOX 1392, LAKE ELSINORE, CALIFORNIA 92531 
(888) 33 AVPRO, FAX (909) 244 - 0022, avpro@cosmoaccess.net 


SUSPENSE 


TWENTY YEARS OF THRILLS AND CHILLS 


Written by Martin Grams, Jr. 


“Fans of the program will find this an essential reference. Mr. Grams all- 
encompassing volume provides so much information that those wishing to 
learn more about the series will have very little left to keep them in 
Suspense.” 

- Past Times 


Over 460 pages documenting the entire history of the series, with a detailed 
broadcast log of every 945 radio episodes and 260 television episodes! With a гий 4 
Look for it in the dealers rooms at the convention this year! 

Purchase your copy Jay Hickerson calls “the Ultimate book on Suspense!" 

The author will be in attendance all three days so he sure to get your copy autographed! 


wine E : 


Also available at your local Barnes and Noble. Adventures in Cassettes, and Amazon.com. 


Don't forget to check out the Sci-fi Guy's table in the dealers room for information about the 
up-coming publication, The CBS Radio Mystery Theater: An Episode Guide and Handbook to Nine Years of 
Broadcasting, 1974 - 1982! You can even reserve your advance copy at the convention! 
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WANTED! 
SREWARD3$ 
THE ORIGINAL 


FOUR ACES 
RING ALALBERTS 


1951-1988: FILM CLIPS, VIDEOS, PSA'S, 
INTERVIEWS, RARE PHOTOS, ЕТС., FROM 
ANYWHERE IN THE UNIVERSE! 


a Call collect: WALT GOLLENDER қ E 


-W-T——m - 973-731-4114 
r п r 
PUN E ика (No LP's or 45's wanted!) 


“w e ` Orange, NJ 07051-1655 


i AL ALBERTS OF THE POUR ACES 
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С. HEY ABBOTT 


ff “Mernories of Bud & Lou" 
Exc ] us ive Offer This was a project that was three years in the 


making. The program has been recorded in the 


к . SP mode on professional grade video tape for the 
- Available NOW for the first time 一 highest quality. All copies are packaged in a hard 


Not sold in any store ! shell library case for permanent storage. 
This two hour video has been officially authorized by 


the estates of both Bud Abbort and Lou Cosrello. 


America's funniest comedy duo, 


Bud Abbot and Lou Costello If sold separately these three video segments would have a combined 


value of over $50.00. But. you will receive all three in one dynamite 
package for $2995. THAT'S A SAVINGS OF 40%. 


All orders will be shipped by priority mail. 


Б Сы 
NZ 


This heartwarming documentarv explores the lives of both 
Bud and Lou. It contains a generous sampling of background 
information. film clips. anecdotes. long lost archive photos. 
private collection photos and never before seen footage of the 
only Abbott and Costello Convention. You'll meet the family 
members. Chris Costello. Paddy Costello and Bud Abbott Jr. 
See recreations of Bud & Lous early Burlesque routines. 


Larry Harrington Productions 
75 Belgrade Avenue 
Clifton, New Jersey 07013 


Its like having three separate videos all on one tape. 


Part I: The lives and times of Bud Abbott and 
Lou Costello. 


Part II: Highlights of the only Abbott and Costello 
Convention ever held. See Marc Lawrence. Guest 
of Honor at the convention. who appeared 

in three Abbott and Costello movies. 


30 Day Money Back Guarantee. 
2 Yes. please rush my VHS video. 


Copies of "Memories of Bud & Lou... 120 min. 
Only $2995 each plus $300 P & H. 


New Jersey residents please add 6'% sales tax. 


Part III: A guided tour of Lou Costello's My payment of $ is enclosed. 
hometown of Paterson, New Jersey, narrated 
by his boyhood pal and cousin. Lou Rege. < NAME 

ADDRESS 

ÈY еј SIATE _ ZIP 


A Niusi See for All ADbot & Costello Fans 
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YOU SAW US ON C-SPRN..... 
NOW JOIN US! 


METRO WASHINGTON OLD TIME RADIO 


Enjoy the benefits of a large cassette library, a printed materials library, and a subscription to 
RADIO RECALL, edited by Jack French, a Rockford Award winner. Yearly dues are only $ 15 to 


anvone outside the Wash. DC area.....AND if you Join during this convention, you'll get 14 
months for the price of 12 since vour dues will carry vou to December 1999. 


: T | | 1 ‹ бт erst ) Í 1 
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0 (N IN ES " 


to our Membership Director. Mark Paulette. Р.О. Box 
ON THA T! 2533. Fairfax. VA 22031 or e-mail at mcpba85(erols.com 


Visit our Home Page on the Net by going to http://otrsite.com 
and click on “OTR Cl]wbs" We'll look for you in cyber-space! 
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EXTENDS BEST WISHES TO 
Friends of Old-Time Radio 


AND REMEMBERS 


KATE SMITH: “Radio’s Own Statue of Liberty" 


THE AIRWAVES 
OF NEW YORK 
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Illustrated Histories of 156 AM Stations 
in the Metropolitan Area, 
1921-1996 


Bill Jaker Frank Sulek Peter Kanze 


The Airwaves of New York 


Illustrated Histories of 
156 AM Stations in the 
Metropolitan Area, 1921-1996 


Bill Jaker, Frank Sulek, and Peter Kanze 


° “A substantial amount of old time radio 
history, well presented, about some of 
America’s pioneer broadcasting stations” 
North American Radio Archives 


e “A lavish pictorial history of the АМ sta- 
tions that have come to the New York 
area.... Lots of useful information” Small 
Market Radio Newsletter 


Bill Jaker is a producer for WSKG Public 
Television in Binghamton, New York. 

Frank Sulek is a radio producer for the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Newark. 

Peter Kanze co-produced the BBC/Billboard 
series Twenty-five Years of Rock and manages 
WARY-FM at Westchester Community College. 


215рр. 68 photographs, bibliography, index 
$59 (postpaid) hardcover ISBN 0-7864-0343-8 


McFarland § 800-253-2187 


Rainy Day Books 
Is Here at the Convention 


Come Visit us in Conference Room 3 on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 


We have a Large selection of Books, 
Paper. Photographs and Magazines on 
Old Time Radio and all aspects of 
Radio Broadcasting. 


Rainy Day Books, P.O. Box 775 
Fitzwilliam МИ 03447 
(603)-585-3448 
We accept credit cards 
Visit Our Web Site: http:/adam.cheshire.net/-rainyday 


Ask about our new catalog 
and our Radio Books Bibliography 


“23 Years” 


“WOW” 


Thank you everyone from the very beginning of 


Radio to now 


Wendy and Bill 


OLD-TIME 
RADIO 
PROGRAMS 
ONTAPE 


Vintage Broadcasts 

P.0. Box 50065 

Staten Island, NY 10305-0065 | 
1-800-418-1445 


COLLEGE WOMEN’S CLUB OF 
MONTCLAIR 


TODAY WE ARE IN THE SUTTON ROOM 
WITH BOOKS, POSTERS, COMICS, 
MEMORABILIA, RECORDS, TAPES, 
SHEET MUSIC AND MUSIC BOOKS 


26 PARK ST., MONTCLAIR, NJ 
More Info: 973-783-7040; Wednesday, AM 
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